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He draws a particularly lurid but convincing
picture of the higher races gradually fading off the
globe while the Chinese and other races breed all
over the earth and prevail because they have no
standard of comfort to distract them from breeding
and labour. The conclusion and last words of his
book are as follows :

"It is now more than probable that our science,
our civilisation, our great and real advance in the
practice of government are only bringing us nearer
to the day when the lower races will predominate in
the world, when the higher races will lose their
noblest elements, when we shall ask nothing of the
day but to live nor from the future but that we may
not deteriorate. Even so there will still remain to
us ourselves. Simply to do our work in life, and to
abide the issue, if we stand erect before the eternal
calm as cheerfully as our fathers faced the eternal
unrest, may be nobler training for ourselves than
the faith in progress."

It is odd that Pearson should end with the phrase
" nobler training." If there is no future life and if
the human race is doomed to the fate he describes
there seems no particular object in the noble training
of any soul. Unconsciously, however, he may have
absorbed the doctrine of Spinoza to which I have
previously referred.

As Professor Santayana writes:

" He who while he lives lives in the eternal, does
not live longer for that reason. Duration is merely
dropped from his view ; he is not aware of or
anxious about it; and death without losing its
reality, has lost its sting. The sublimation of his
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